
 

 
 

 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

 

 

Dear Families: 

 

Barnesville Public Schools continues to work on plans for reopening school on September 1.  Teams of teachers, 

staff and administrators have met numerous times since June 29 to plan for a safe return for all students and 

employees.  

 

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) established three scenarios for the 2020-21 school year. 

 

SCENARIO 1 In-Person: Students will learn at school with social distancing in place as much as possible.  

 

SCENARIO 2 Hybrid: Students will learn through a combination of distance learning at home and at school with 

strict social distancing measures in place.  The school buildings and transportation vehicles will be limited to 50 

percent maximum occupancy.  Hybrid learning plans include alternating daily student schedules with 50% of 

students learning at home and 50% of students at school, per state guidelines. Alternating schedules will be 

determined and communicated by the district. 

 

SCENARIO 3 Distance Learning: Students will learn at home through distance learning. 

 

Results from the family survey in July indicated the following preferences by Barnesville Public Schools’ parents: 

 

Q 3.  Assuming appropriate safety measures are in place, what is your preference for how your student(s) returns to 

school in the fall?  

 

Q 16.  Now that you’ve considered some details, how likely would you be to send your student(s) to school if it 

reopens with in-person instruction? 

 

        Question 3     Question 16  

65.4%     In-person (scenario 1)  69.7%     Very likely to send child(ren) to school 

18.4%     Hybrid (scenario 2)   17.5%     Somewhat likely to send child(ren) to school 

16.2%     Distance Learning (scenario 3)   4.2%     Not very likely to send child(ren) to school 

         4.2%     Not at all likely to send child(ren) to school 

 

This feedback is crucial to our planning.  We want to provide the right learning model that best fits our rural 

community.  It is less imperative what is happening with COVID-19 cases in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Area.  

 



 
The three scenarios will be applied in five different learning models depending on COVID-19 cases. 

 

 

While there are a few factors to take into consideration, the decision-making process will center on local data 

indicating the prevalence of COVID-19 in Clay County.  For example, Barnesville Public Schools' bi-weekly 

county-level data was 14.97 cases per 10,000 from July 5 through July 18.  Using this data, our school district would 

be in-person learning for elementary students and hybrid learning for secondary students. 

 

Throughout the school year, we will need to be flexible and adapt with the fluid nature of this pandemic. The 

Departments of Education and Health will work with Barnesville Public Schools and local health professionals to 

consistently track the virus to determine if and when we need to switch to a different learning model.  

 

IMPORTANT: 

● Families need to consider child care options and plan for all five learning models. 

● Included in the school reopening plan is a family choice to receive full-time distance learning instruction 

provided by our district-licensed teachers. With school funding in mind, this would be a better option for 

families to choose as an alternative to non-district supported homeschooling options. The district teacher 

would provide curriculum and live interaction with students that is equitable to those within the in-person 

scenario. The school district will not be able to provide curriculum and teacher support for non-district 

supported schooling. 

● Parents will be asked to complete a final online survey.  The responses will be used to plan for each 

“individual” student’s return to school.  Parents will have four days to complete the survey (August 6-9).  

 

The school district requested to be assigned a “Support Team” prior to the state’s planned date of August 24.  The 

reason is our school district is beginning early with students returning on Tuesday, September 1.  We cannot wait 

until the week of August 24 to let our families know the approved learning plan. 

 

It is our expectation to have a final decision from the state assigned “Support Team” and a school board approved 

reopening plan on or before Monday, August 17.  We will immediately share the announcement and post the 

completed plan on our school website and Facebook Page.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jon Ellerbusch, Ed.D.  

Superintendent 

Number of cases per 100,000 

over 14 days in Clay County 

                                   Learning Model 

0-9 In-person learning for all students 

10-19 In-person learning for elementary students; hybrid for secondary 

students 

20-29 Hybrid learning for all students 

30-49 Hybrid learning for elementary students; distance learning for  

secondary students 

50+ Distance learning for all students 


